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ORDINANCE 08-04
TOWN OF TOWNSEND
POOLS, SPAS & HOT TUBS

An ordinance to regulate installation and construabn of in-ground
/above ground pools along with spas and hot tubsdtuding fencing,
decking and electrical components.

BE it enacted by the Town of Townsend.

The Town of Townsend shall adopt the following reguements for any
and all pools/spas/hot tubs over 24 inches tall.

A permit from the Town of Townsend must be obtainedor any and all
pools/spas/hot tubs prior to installation.

A certificate of occupancy must be issued by the Tan of Townsend
prior to the use of any pools/spas/hot tubs.

The following rules and fees schedule shall be detth for all pools /
spas/hot tubs:

SECTION 1

IN-GROUND POOLS

A. A plot plan or mortgage survey must accompany pernti
application outlining placement of pool.

B. A copy of pool sales brochure, plans, etc. for thaescription of
pool.

C. All pools must meet electrical requirements goverreeby the
State of Delaware. Installation and extension offles must be
done only by a licensed electrician. Electrical spection



sticker must be in place at the time of the inspein for the
Certificate of Occupancy.

. Lines & Grades must be reviewed prior to any permitbeing

issued. Must meet maximum lot coverage for your zong.
Pool may only be located in rear yard. Must be witin set back
requirements and no more than 40% of your yard carbe
impervious surface.

Perimeter Barrier and Gate- All pools must have a hrrier
around the perimeter of the pool that prevents acas. The
barrier must completely surround the pool and the bp must be
at least 48 inches above grade at all points. Thisquirement
also applies to the gate that limits access to tledder or steps
used to enter the pool. In addition, the maximum @arance
between the ground (grade level) and the bottom afe gate
must be no more than 2 inches. The gate must opentward,
away from the pool, and be self-closing with a selatching
device and shall be equipped to accommodate a lonki device
located on the outside (entry side) of the gatef it is more than
54 inches above grade, it must be positioned on threside (pool
side), at least three inches below the top of thatg.

SECTION 11

ABOVE GROUND POOLS

A.

B.

A plot plan or mortgage survey must accompany all @rmit
applications outlining placement of pool.

A copy of pool sales brochure, plans, etc. for théescription of
pool.

All pools must meet electrical requirements goverreeby the
State of Delaware. Installation and extension ofriies must be
done only by a licensed electrician. Electrical insection
sticker must be in place at the time of the inspeiin for the
Certificate of Occupancy.

Perimeter Barrier and Gate- All pools must have a brrier
around the perimeter of the pool or yard that prevats access.
The barrier must completely surround the pool or yad and
the top must be at least 48 inches above grade dlt jgoints.
This requirement also applies to the gate that lints access to
the ladder or steps used to enter the pool. In adaon, the



maximum clearance between the ground (grade levednd the
bottom of the gate must be no more than 2 incheshé& gate
must open outward, away from the pool, and be setflosing
with a self-latching device and shall be equippedt
accommodate a locking device may be located on tbatside
(entry side) of the gate if it is more than 54 incls above grade,
it must be positioned on the inside (pool side), &ast three
inches below the top of the gate. If the pool hasbarrier
fencing attached, the entrance (ladder) shall be sered by a
locking ladder. In the event of steps than the enénce shall be
secured by a barrier as above.

E. Pool Decks- If your pool will have a deck, or be ecmected to
another structure, the following requirements mustbe met.
Pre-fabricated decks supplied by the manufacturer, do not
require a separate permit. They must, however, bastalled in
strict adherence with the manufacturer’'s approved
installation guidelines and must be properly anchaed to
prevent uplift by the wind or other forces. Customor site-built
decksrequire a separate permit and must meet all applidale
building and construction codes. Specifically, theleck must be
supported on pier foundations that extend at leas36 inches
below grade level. If the deck floor is more than@inches
above grade, it must be encircled by guard rails wh tops that
are at least 36 inches above the deck’s floor sude. If the pool
deck is connected in any way to an existing deck structure,
the structure must meet all current building codesand zoning
rules. The stairs or ladders leading to the deck nsi be
protected by a 48 inch high, properly designed safggate.

SECTION Il

SPAS & HOT TUBS

A. A plot plan or mortgage survey must accompany all @rmit
applications outlining placement of spa/hot tub.

B. A copy of spa/hot tub sales brochure, plans, etcifthe
description of item.

C. All spas/hot tubs must meet electrical requirementgoverned
by the State of Delaware. Installation and extensioof lines



must be done only by a licensed electrician. Eleatal
inspection sticker must be in place at the time dhe inspection
for the Certificate of Occupancy.

D. Perimeter Barrier and Gate- If the spa/hot tub hasa locking
cover no fencing is required. If no locking coverlien a fence
will be required around the perimeter of spa/hot tb or the
enclosure of the yard. The enclosure must completesurround
the spa/hot tub or yard and the top must be at leal8 inches
above grade at all points. This requirement also gpies to the
gate that limits access to the ladder or steps uséa enter the
spa/hot tub. In addition, the maximum clearance bateen the
ground (grade level) and the bottom of the gate mti®e no
more than 2 inches. The gate must open outward, awdrom
the spa/hot tub, and be self-closing with a selfd4ehing and
shall be equipped to accommodate a locking deviceclated on
the outside (entry side) of gate. If it is more tha 54 inches
above grade, it must be positioned on the insidepa/hot tub),
at least three inches below the top of the gate.

E. Foundation- No addition permits required for foundation
providing the foundation is to encompass the areaf the
spa/hot tub only. If additional area to surround s@/hot tub
then a separate permit will be required and must met all
building and construction codes.

SECTION IV

PERMIT FEES
A. In-ground pools 100.00
B. Lines & Grades Review 350.00
C. Above-ground pools 50.00
D. Spas/Hot tubs 50.00
E. Administration Fee (ALL) 50.00

F. Certificate of Occupancy (ALL) 40.00

SECTION V

CONDITIONS OF PERMIT APPROVAL




A. Verification of Taxes and fees. We will verify hat all town
taxes and other fees are up-to-date prior to procesg your
permit application.

B. Building Contractor Registration.- Anyone involvedwith the
construction, installation or placement of above-gound/in-
ground pools, hot tubs and spas MUST be a registate
General Contractor with The Town of Townsend. Plese call

the Town Hall to verify if your contractor is registered and
current.

First & Second Reading June 4, 2008

Public Hearing June 4, 2008
Third & Final Reading July 2, 2008
Approved by Council July 2, 2008
Signed by

Mayor of Townsend



